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Letter Part Therefore this Evil 1s hapned unto 


Jou, as at this Day. 


now deplore in Faſting and Mourning, was an 
Unnatural Civil Mar, that venice the beſt 
Conſtitution in the World, that made our whole land 
an Aceldama, a Field of Blood, and thro Heaps of Rapine 
and Slaugther, procecded to the Deplorable Death of 


T's EVIL OF THIS DAY, which we 


the Martyr of this Day, one of the moſt Virtuous and 


molt Religious of our Engliſh Princes. 


On this Day of effliting cur Souls, to promote our Sor- 


row and Repentance for the Evil that is paſt ; and to cre- 
ate an Abhorrence of ever bringing the ke Evil upon us, 


or our Poſterity; it may be now not improper to reflect, 


whence and by what means, how and why thx Evil 
came upon aut, as at this Day: That ſeeing and underſtan- 


ing the curſed Cauſes of it, we may be the better able 


tœ atone for the paſt Iniquitig 
prevent the like fatal Effeꝗ7ꝗ 


= 
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ad the more careful to 
ture. 
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This you will find (= beam #he Method of the 


Holy Prophet in the Te] s 
Ihe Word that came to does ſpeak out the 


dreadful Calamity that had fallen upon the Fewiſh Peo- 


— 


ple, ver. 2. IJhus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, 


Ye hade ſeen all the Evil that ] have brought upon Jeruſalem, 
and upon all the Cities of 7udab, and behold thu day they are a 
Deſolation. And again v. 6. My Fury and mine Anger was 
poured forth, and was kindled in the Cities of Fudab, and in the 
Streets of Feruſalem. And farther ſtill, v. 8. Te are a Curſe 
and a Reproach among all the Nations of the Eartb, 


The Prophet would now humble the Men of Iſrael 


Into a ferious Senſe of their paſt Sin and Folly : He 
would make them recollect, how and for what reaſon 


doubr, 


all this miſcrable Confuſion came upon them. No 
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tbe Voice of the Lord 


{ | 


(3) 
doubt, the diſmal Suffering; muſt be owing to their hei- 
nous Provocations, to the Wickedneſs of their Fat hers, and 
to their own Wickedneſs which they had committed, v. ꝙ. Ob- 
ſtinate and Impenitent in the crying Sins of their Na- 
tion, v. 10. They are not humbled even unts this Day, neither 
have they feared nor walked in my Law , nor in my Statutes 


that I ſet before you, and before your Fathers. 

But above all, their ſpecial and more agAtavared 
Sins, that were Sins againſt the Publick Peace, that in- 
cenſed God to watch over them for Evil and not for God: 
They were a Contempt of their own excellent Religion 
a leaning unto {trange Gods , and ro the new Woghip 
in Foreign Countries; a perfect Idolatry, which was 
no leſs than an Apoſtacy from their own Faith and 
Communion; as intimated and expreſs'd in the ſeveral 
parts of this Chapter, and more eſpecially in the Intro- 
duction of the Text, v. 21. The Incenſe that ye burnt in 
the Cities of Fudah , and in the Streets of Feruſalem —— —- 
v. 22. So that the Lord could no longer bear becauſe of the Evil 
of your doings, and becauſe of the Abominations which ye bave 
committed v. 23. Becauſe ye have burnt Incenſe, and 
becauſe ye have ſinned againſt the Lord, and have not obey d 
= Therefore tb Evil is hapned unto 


you, as at this Day. 

Bur leaving this Adimonition and Example on .your 
Minds, I paſs over the Land of MVael, and their Sufferings 
of Deſolation and Captivity, while I bring home the 
Text to our own Native Country, to the Calamities 
of that Civil War, or rather that great Rebellion, and 
that Horrid Fact committed on the Lord's Anointed, 
which we this Day remember in grie vous Mourning and 
Lamentation. And here we will endeavour ta ſatify 
our ſelves in ſome of the Springs and Firſt Cauſes of 
that National Judgement, to ſhew wherefore this Evil 
hapned to us, as at this Day. 

I confe(s this to be an Argument, that may gall in 
queſtion the Prudence of him that ſhail chuſe it. For 
to ſpeak of the Sins and the 2 of any one Age or 

2 gene- 


—- 


— . —— 
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Ceneration, is a Subject toward the dubious and dange- 
row ide, and may be liable to be cenſur'd ſooner than 
to be rightly underſtood. There 1s much of this Cau- 
tion intimated by the Wiſe Man, Eccleſ. 7. 10. Say not 
thou, hat is the Cauſe that the former Day were better than 
theſe ? for thou doſe wot enquire wiſely concerning this. Not 
witcly done according to worldiy Wiſdom , to look 
torwar or backward with a too obſerving Eye; not 
Wilely done to enquire, why former Days were better Or 
worfe. For no Man fhall point out the Iniquity of the 
Times, paſt or preſent, without giving ſome Offence ; 
anchrherctore Wiſe Men, as the World calls them, would 
cep to the ſpeaking of ſmootber- things, would decline 
at drop every invidious Subject of Diſcourſc. 

But however, we Miniſters of the Goſpel , who are 
to know no other Politicks but Simplicity and Godly Sin- 
cerity, who are to become Fools for Chriſt's ſake, we ſhould 
not be aſhamd to be thought leſs wiſe for the ſake of 
truth, and Juſtice, and Charity. And thinkipg all 
tliclerto be concern'd nearly in this matter, I will pro- 
cd to enquire into the main Cauſes , that in ſubſer- 

; } 


viency to the Providence of God, gave Riſe and Occa- 


1137 tothe ſore Evil, to the heavy Judgment of this Day. 


Hand! thall do it, as am ſatisfied in my own Con- 


feience, Without Partiality or any other By-reſpect 
The leading Cauſes of this Day's Evil, improved by 
wicked Arts and Deſigus, were chiefly theſe. 
I. A French lutereſt and Alliance, and from thence 
arlling. | 
i. The Apprehenfions and Fears of Popery, which 
On. - | 
i ; 1, The ſcalouſies OOppreſſion and Illegal Power, 
which tended more and more to. 
IV. The Growth of Profaneneſs and Immorality ; 
and even this help'd to produce. 
VI. Thar Hypocriſy and Per fidiouſneſs, which accom- 
pliſh'4 the Sin and the infinite Scandal of this Day. 
Firjt then, in thoſe Troubles of our Hrael which we 


Now 


oe 


iS 


. 


now bemoan, one Principal Cauſe was a French Ttereft 
and Alliance, 

There was, we know not how, that frame and Con- 
ſtitution in our Anceſtors, that their true Eg Hearts 
had continually ſome ſecret Avertion, I might {ay,fome 
Antipathy to that Neighbouring Nation. Fr» /az4 and 
France, like Rome and Carthage, Itood alway jealous aud 


rivaling of one another. \ 
The old Exzliſh Averſation ſeems to have began with 
the Norman Conquelt ; when our good Fore-iachers, 


World, were invaded and ſubdued by a Uretender em 


* 
* 8 1 0 
* %. * 


it off; but the more Patience they were forced to, the 
more they hared thoſe inſolent new Lords and Mailers , 
calling often for their old Liberties, and the Laws of 
King Edward, Oppreſſion might well make a good na— 
tur'd People very angry and averſe, when as Soforzon 
obſerveth, Surely Oppreſſion maketh a Wiſe Min mad, 

This Anger and ſort of Averſion to rhe French did 
continue fixed and rooted in the Minds, in the bottom 
of the Hearts of our right Engliſh Fore-tathers ; and truly 
we mult degencrate tar from thoſe good Forc-tarhers, 
before we can altogether remove that Natural Diſtaſt 
to a French Power: At leait , none can be fond of it, 
whoſe Principles and Blood are nor corrupted. | 

It was this inbred Spirit of Emulation that to often 
led our Eugliſh Armies into the Bowels of France; and 
in the Repriſals of Honour conquered that Kingdom 
more than once; bur never once more tuticied this 
Kingdom to be conquered by the French, and lurciy 
never will ſuffer it, while the Engliſʒi Name remains.“ 

It was on this Principle, that our Eagliſh People never 
could heartily approve any Royal Match into the Court 
of France : And whenever any tuch March was enrred 
into by our former Governours , it ſeems to hate been 
againſt the Genius of our People, and therefore fatal: 

| A. 3 agaiult 
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againſt the Intereſt of thoſe Princes. I might give an In- 

{tance in two of the moſt unfortunate Reigns, thoſe of 
King Edward the Second, and King Richard the Second, 

whoſe Marriages into that Court Pad the conſequence 
of a Ca'amirous Life, an an Untimely Death, to both 

of thole unfortunate Princes. | 
There was ſomewhat of the like pernicious Influence, 
that wor d upon the Tragedy of this Day: Our Royal 

Martyr , by taking a Royal Contort from the #owrbors 

Family, did apparentily bring over ſome Evils and Miſ- 
chicts , that diſturb'd his whole Reign. For within leſs 
than one Year, the French Seryants of that Queen grew 
ſo Imperious and ſo Inſolent, that the King was forc'd 
to diſcharge them, and to humble them by a Return into 
their own Country. This at firſt created ſome Diffi- 
dence between their Majeſties, and ſoon fomenteda War 
berween the two Kingdoms. In ſhort, it was this Match 
thar began to corrupt our Nation with French Modes and 
Vanities ; to betray our Counſels to the French Court; 
to weaken the poor Proteſtants in France; nay, and to 
leſſen our own Trade and Navigation. T heſe ill Effects, 
beyond the King's intention, raiſed ſuch a Jealouſy, and 
{pread ſuch a damp upon he” RF Subjects, that it 
was unhappily turn'd into one of the unjuſt Occaſions 
of the Civil War. 

. The Civil War, which indeed began more out of Ha- 
tred ro that Party, than out of any Diſaffection to the 
King. The People thought theml(elves too much under 
French Counſels and a French Miniſtry; or elſe they could 
never have been drawn aſide into that Great Rebellion. 
This intereſt, when ſuſpected to prevail, brought the 
King into urgent Difficulties, and in the midſt of them, 
the Aid and Aſſiſtance which that Intereſt offered Him, 
did biit the more effectually weaken Him. On this ide 
the Water, the French Services betray'd Him ; and on 


the other tide , the French Policies were at work to de- 


{troy Him. How far the Intrigues of 2azarine were in 
oncer with the Deligns of Cromwel , thoſe beſt know 
rho know che Hiſtory of thoſe Eims:. Aud 


(7) | 
And therefore as Eſau's taking to Wife an Alien and 
Stranger, is ſaid to have been a grief of mind to Iſaac and 
Rebekah, Gen. 26.35. And as Rebekah was ſo much afraid 


leſt her Son Facob ſhould make the like unſuitable 
Match, that ſhe faid unto her Husband , 1 am weary of 


my Life becauſe of the Daughter, of Heth, if Jacob take a 
Wife of the Daughters of Heth , what good ſhall my Life 4» 
ms ? So likewiſe many tender Lovers of their Faith and 
Country might well depiore the Unhappinel of that 
Alliance with France, which gave no ſmall Occaſion to 
the Calamity and the Curſe of this Day : For it was 
ſrom hence that did ariſe. 

II. The Apprehenſions and Fears-of Popery. 7 

Popery, that irreconcilable Enemy, not oaly to our 
Reformed Faith and Worſhip , but to our Civil Rights 
and Liberties and Properties, to our Eltablitl'd Laws, 
and to all our ſettled Conſtitution. 

It was for this wiſe and good Reaſon , that our firlt 


Reformers would never bear with any cxprets Tolera- 


tion of Popery , nor with any long Connivaince at it. 
That excellent young Joſiab, King Edward VI. would 
not diſpenſe with his own Siſter to have Publick Maſs 
in her own Family; bur denied unto Tears all the Im- 
portunity, that labour'd to extort a Licenſe from him. 
Queen Eliſabeth indulg'd them no longer than while there 
were ſome Hopes to roclaim them : When the found 
them inventing and obtruding a Succeſſor of their own 
Heart's Deſire, and correſponding Abroad for Cornlc]s 
and Aids, and by all ways and means labouring to re- 
duce England into Bondage under Rome; thcu the ſpared 
not to preſerve her Royal Perſon, and to protect her 
People by the Laws, and a ſteady Exccution of them. 
It was this Wiſdom and Firmneſs of Reſolution, that 


made up the Peace and the Glory of that Reign. Her 
next Succeſſor , King James, was a Champion apainſt 


Popery, and ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed it, both a Wiſe Go- 
vernor , and as a Learned Writer; and tits gave 
Pacce and Happineſs to the greateſt part of this Wile 

bf BA | A 4 Admi- 


(8) 

A: 'miniftra tion: But when toward the decline of ir, he fell 
non Treaty tor a Match With Spain, and during that Treaty 
did in a manner {ulpend the Laws ag unſt the Pap?/F5,and gave 
his Subjects an occation to believe, that one Article of that 

Jatch was to be the Toleration of Popery. This gave ſuch 
univerſal Jealouly and Diſcontent to bis People, and the Par- 
Iamentr of 'em, that it threatn'd apparent danger ; and if that | 
Treaty Fad not broke oft, and thereby caſed the Minds of 
People, \ we know not what might have bcen in the end 


| 
| thereof, | 
| 
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For certainly his Royal Son, the Martyr of this Day, might 
1:fly impate many of his Troubles to theſe Fears and Jealou- 
11.5 of Popery. And they really began with the French Alli- 
ance, where one Article was to have a Publick Chappel, and 
Priefts, and Mag tor the Queen and her Houſhold; the firſt 

Marriage Arcic le of that kind ſince the Reformation,and there- 
fore at the firſt Eflay fatal to a good King and his Three King- + 
dome. For this gave an Opportunity of open Reſort to all 
Papiſts, F "oreigners and Natives: This gave Shelter and Pro- 
techon to Swarms of Feſuits and other Emiſſaries from Rome: 
This gain'd an laterelt at Court for Pardons, and for Patents 
of Profir and Preferment, to the leading Roman Catbolicks : 
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| This broug bt over one 4 two Nuncio's from the Pope to at- 

| tend upon che Q1cen, Ia ſhort, This did give Countenance 

1 to pepe, V7; and therefore did caſt a Damp and Dre+d upon 

ö many fincere Prereſfants;, and did put them into ſuch terrible 

VN Appreheals ion of the Rowans coming to take away their Place 

| and Nation that Tale ſtrength of fear too much began the Civil 

4 Var, and nelp'4 19 carry it forward to the Innocent and Sa- 

i cred Blood ſhed upon this Day, * 
ſ Theſe Doubts and Fears of Popery loſt an Orthodox and | 

j maſt Repular Prince the Hearts of too many of his People 

[1 and almoſt robb'd him of the next valuable Bleſſing, his Good | 


Name. For upon his tender Compliances with his intirely | 1 
beloved Royal Conſort, his Enemies took advantage to miſ- 
reprelent ln e fora Papiſt. Tho! Towwas a Calumny falſe and 
mraligciotn : in his molt private Letters to the Queen, when He 
re) oyced to 2 gred in all Ag with her, he even then expreſly 
e ENCE 
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(9) | 
excepted their Difference in Religion: He made a ſolemn De- 
claration at the Sacrament of his Stedſaſtneſs in the Faith and 
Communion of our Church: and on the very Scaffold, He 
ſealed the ſame good Proleſſion with his laſt Breath and Blood, 
It is a Juſtice we owe ſo his Memory, to own, that no One 
Prince had his Eye and his Heart more fixed upon the ER hliſh- 
ment and improvement of this Church of gland, and upon the 
ſupport and honour ot her Clergy. And it was upon his pious 
view, that he was graciouſly inclin'd to the motion of the Arch- 
biſhop for reſtoring Impropriations, and: augment ing {mall Vi- 

cariages; but thelniquity of the times would not then allow What 
is reſerv'd for the Glory of another Reign, and hat mug re 
form the greateſt coruption of Popery thut remains unreform? 1 

But I fay, thoſe Clouds and gathering S1gns of Popery did 
all ariſe from the Intereſts and Intrigues of a Freuch Court. 
And therefore as God commanded the [/raelites not to make 
Marriages with the Heathen Nations. Deut. 7˙3. Nor to take 
their Daughters, for this reaſon, v. 4. for they will turn away 
thy Son from following me, that they may fer ve other Gods : 
So we confeſs it had been happy for our Reformation, it this 
Law had been eſtabliſh'd with it, That all Proteſtant Princes 
ſhould pay a Duty to the Publick, in chuſing Royal Conforts 
of the fame Religion, 

But to Proceed: Among the Cauſes of the Evil that bap- 
pened unto us, as at this Day, a Third was the Thought and 
Dread of Oppreſſion and Iſkegal Power. 

We of this Happy Nation, have certainly the beſt Conſti- 
tution in the World, the Sovereignty of the Prince,the Rights 


of the Nobility, the Liberries of the People, all ſo balanc' d, and 
bearing up one another; that no Government on this ſide Hca- 
ven can be more wiſely contriv'd, While it ſtands even upon 
its true Balance. 


But as in a curious Watch, the Variety of cxadt Motions, 
while it is kept in Order, ſerve admirably to guide and all [it 
each other ; ſo whereas if one ſtops or hurries on too faſt, this 
is apt to carry all rhe reſt into confuſion: So in our exquiſite 
Frame of Goverment, it is the ſtict Union and Corrtipon- 
dence of the Parts that muſt direct and ſupport the Whole. It 
3 Member lufter, the Body ſullers with ir, Or if Head and 


| (10) 
Members affect to leave their own Place, and uſurp a Station 
not deſigned for them; this turns the Body into a new kind 


of Monſter. And alas ! when Political Breaches once ariſe, | | 
if not timely laid, they grow more fierce, and may at laſt be 
fatal. For the more extraordinary Strength the Sovereign f 
Power does exert, the People are apt to fly into more extra- \ 
vagant Pretenſions of Liberty; and yet again, the higher | x 
thoſe Prenſions are, the greater Efforts will be thougt need- | \ 
tul to cùrb and reſtrain them. So that Tyranny and Rebellion x 
ſeem in their Nature made to hate, and yet to help forward | ' 
ane another. 
[he Obſervation of Foreigners be true, that there have |} v 
been more Shakes and Convulſions in the Government of ! I 
Engiand, than in that of any other Nation; even th muſt be | p 
owing to the goodneſs of our Conſtitution and the Tenderneſs | it 
of it; which if carefully preſerv'd, holds out in the moſt re- P 
gular Health and Safety; but if once put out of order, it is g 
hard to be ſet right again. b. 
Popular Infurre&ions have been hardly ſubdued, without P 
caſting too ſtrong a bias upon the Power that ſubdu'd em, |! in 
And former Princes did realy infringe the Charter of pub- g. 
lick Liberties without hurting themſelves, and leaving a wound R 
upon M >narchy it (elf, For the leaſt attempts towards Slave- th 


ry and Exorbitant Power, raiſed up the apperance of a Yoke, |} an 
that our Forefathers we not able ts bear: and we are rheir | an 
Of-{pring. | 
Tue remoter Fears and Apprehenſions of ſuch a Toke were 
apt to raſe Clouds and Storms in every Reign: and ſo un- lor 
&2ubtedly they did in the Reign of that Merciful Prince, whoſe | a 
vialent Death we this Day lament. Far be it from any honeſt | Ne 
| Heart to think, that out of Ambition or Siniſter Ends, He ever | the 
| propoſed to injure the Birthright of his Subjects, or to alter the | phy 
| Conſtitution receiv'd from his Anceſtors. No! his Clemency the 
| and Juſtice, his Honour and Conſcience were upon too high | zhe; 
| a Principle for ſuch Il Defigns. But ir is poſſible, that the In- Ser 
. flazence of others may bring a Suſpicion upon Princes, when | Wi 
they tHemſelyes are innocent; and then in many Caſes, a Suſ | bee 
picion artfully improved ſhall work up as much Miſchief, as | F} 
the teal Guilt would do, And | 


4641 | 
And oh how happy had it been tor the Peace of that Reign, 
if even Doubts and Suſpicions had been wanting! for then, 
things could never have ended in the Evil of ibis Day, If the 
Body of a Good-natur'd Engi:ſh People had but thought them- 
ſelves ſecure in their Legal Rights and Tenures, they could ne- 
ver have been ſeduced into that Unnatural Rebellion. "They 
| muftof neceſſity firſt believe, that their Liberties and Eſtates 
were in Danger, and under that proſpect and perſuaſon they 
muſt have been drawn in for the Meaning at leaſt of Selt- 
| preſervation. 8 
Ho happy, if no Tonnage or Cuſtoms had been exactod. 
without a Bill to be eaſily attain'd for *em! If no awing into 
Loans and Benevolence, if no projecting extraordinary Sup=- 
plies without the readier Aid of Parliament! And eſpecially 
il no levying of Ship- money to the Sur prize and Burden ot the 
People, who never had a Notion of Taxes, but as of Mone a 
given by their own Conſent! Theſe Hardſhips (to call them f 
by that Name only) did ſerve to exaſperate the Minds of the 
People; and did prepare them by degrees to be led out firſt 
in Riots and Tumults, and rhenin Troops and Armies, a- 
gainſt their Lawſul-Sovereign. And tho it is certain that the 
1 King Himſelf did not haſtily contrive or command any of 
} thoſe hard Meaſures; but he had his Miniſters co propoſe them, 
„and his very Judges to approve them: Yet good Prince! He 
r } anſwered for the Account, and at the foot of it, with invincible 
Patience paid down his Royalty and his Life. 
e | If we trace back the Hiſtory of former Ages, we ſhall all a- 
long find, that the Body of the Engliſh People had the Spirit of 
e | a Free-people; that they would not by any means put their 
ſt | Neck into a Yoke, nor their Feet into Chains; nor would 
et | they bow down their Backs to any illegal Burden, If a Pro- 
he |} phet himſelf had told them, as Samuel did the Hraelites, that 
7 | the manner of their King ſhould be (as in other Nations) to take 
zu | their Sons and their Daughters to his own arbitrary uſe and 
a= | Service; and to take their Fields and their Cattle at, his private 
en Will and Pleaſure, 1 Sam. 8. 10. their Anſwer would not have 
been ſo fond as that other was, 2 
0 For Tyranny and Oppreſſion were a Grievance Here in the 
N re- 
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remoteſt times of old. T 1 3 found our Britiſh Ance- 
ſtors inclin'd rather to Obedience than to Subjection, Quiet and 
Helpful, Sz Injuriæ abſint, bas ægrd tolerant, jam domiti ut 
pareant, nondum ut ſerviant, | Taciti Agricala.] For to Obe 
was a voluntary Duty, but to Serve had the Diſdain of being 
thought an Impoſition on them. Nor could all the Renan Le- 
gions faſten theſe Chains upon Old Britain, where a Spirit of 
Hong and a Genius to Liberty prevaiPd. Hence it were 
caſie to prove {rom their Hiſtorians, that rhoſe Rowan Lords 
mr gated their Empire here, more than in any other conque- 
ech Province; They ſuw, that Force aud Terror might ſerve 
welgio manage Beaſts and Slaves, but Equity and Modera- 
tion would bert-r govern Free Men. 

An unhappy S»ſpicion of contrary Meaſures did ſadly help 
to accompliſh the Evil of this Day. We of yeſterday remem- 
ber, that when an Arbitrary Executive Power was much 


more effectually ſet up in a later Reign, it broke ſhortzr hat. 


Reign: And for the future it ſhall never be attempted, with- 
out bringing down Ruine and Confuſion upon thoſe who 
ſhall artempt it. 
Fourthly, Among the Cauſes that conſpired in the Tragedy 
of this Day, one was the Growth of Immorality and Profaneſs, 
wit:th were unhappily objected to the Reign of this Prince, 
tho {He was Himſelf a very Devour and Conſcientious Prince. 
And really it was no wonder, if under the Covert of Popery, 
a Spirit of Profaneſs did more ſenſihly obtain. It is not want 
of Charity to ſay, what we ſce with our Eyes, That the Prin- 
ciſles of Popery are adapted to a Looſeneſs in Morals; and that 
therefore the general Practice of the Members of that Church 
is ſtriẽt in nothing but little outward Obſervations. I could ne- 
ver hear Travellers report, that Rome was now the Holy City. 
Nor does Poper end only to a Rcmiſsneſs of real Piety and 
Virtue withinfdelf, and its nwn Communion; but an Expe- 
rience of the Doings of Popery 1s apt to raiſe, even in ſome E- 
nemies of ir, a ſort of Temptation and Snare to greater Infide- 
lity and Irreligion. For ſo it is, that Furiouſneſs in a falſe Faith 
and Whrſhip does ſeduce unſettled Minds to caſt away all Truth, 
becauſe of that unagreeable Diſguiſe of it. The very om 
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of ſome Peop'c has been occaſionally owing to the Su- 
perſtition and Bigotry of others. 

We are not to belicve all the Complaints, that ſe- 
rious Perſons made of the Diffolurenets in the King's 
Army at that time: This 1s certain, that no Royal 
Example was given of it; and under ſuch dijficuir 
Affairs, it was not poſſible tor Royal Autſority to re- 
ſtrain it altogether. "1 

It was a juſter Objection, That the Profaricts of the 
Engliſh Stage began then to be more ſcandaloim, than ib had 
been in former Times. So very ſcandalous, that in pi\re 
Indignation a learned Tract was written again{} this 
growing Evil; [Hiſtrie. Maſtix. 1633.] or as in its own 
Title, Againſt the intolerable Miſchief and Abuſes of common 
Plays and Play- Houſes, But this Reproof of Impicty did 
{o offend the French Party, and made them fo incenſe 
the Queen, that the Author was proſecuted and ſtigma- 
tiz'd for it, with a Severity that was thought to be Cruel. 
Ore review of that Age, it ſeems very cvident , that 
the Liberty and Delight then taken in Plays aud Ope- 
ra's did help ſadly to corrupt the Minds and Manners of 
our People, and to let in that Looſneſs and Irreligion, 
which ſerved to ſuggeſt the Wickedne(s and Villanies 
ſoon aſter acted in the Civil War. 

Fifthly and laſtly, Hypocriſy was another lamentable 
Cauſe of this Day's Evil. 

It is a melancholy Thought to conſider, how Profaneſs 
and Hypocriſy, which ſcem the moſt diſtant and irrecon- 
cileable Enemies, do both unite ro weaken the Powers 
of Religion. Alas ! to ſee the open Abominations of 
Profaneſs, is apt to ſeal up the Heart of the Hypocrite : 
And to diſcover the Vileneſs of Hypocrily, is as apt to 
harden the profane Man. So the one Extreme calls 
and drives inconſiderate Souls into the other. VV hen it 
is known , that Men take up Religion for an outward 
Garment only, then it is, that ſome looſer Minds are 
tempted to caſt off all Religion. And again, waen the 
infinite Scandal of that Profancls is apparent and ama- 
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wing „ It then happens, that Men of as little Conſtience 
find a better Account in aſſuming its Name, and prefer 
the Appearence of Religion before the No Sig of it. So 


the Reprobates and the Hypocrites, tearing out the Vi- - 


tals of Religion, divide and deſtroy a Church and Na- 
tion. The Sadducees on the one hand, and the meer 
Phariſees on the other, arc enough to trouble any I/rae!, 
and take away the Strenght and Beauty of it. And 
Oh what a ſhare had the Sin of Hypocriſy in the Evil 
ran Day !] doubt not but that many ſincere Chri- 
#ans came in with a good Meaning to one fide of the 
onde Quarrel, as well as to the other. But the 
prime Engines, and the Workers of them, on the 
prevailing ſide, were moſt of them Men of Craft, 
and dreadful Difſemblers wich God and Heaven. 
What artificial Faſts! What procuring Prayers! What 
deluding Speeches! What A 

What a Noiſe of Curſing Meroz, , of fighting the Lord's 
Battles, of binding Kings ts Chains, &c. Nay, and how 
at laſt was the fatal Blow given by an utmoſt ſtretch in 
Hypocriſy , by one Commander putting off another 
[ Lord Fairfax, and Oliver CromwelJmore Tender and 


Loyal with a Sham Pretence of ſeeking God in Prayer, 


while in the mean time the Royal Blood was ſhed, and 
the Other's Plea to {pare it was then to no purpoſe. 

Thus ] hope with Plainneſs of Truth, I am ſure with 
Sinceriry of Heart, I have with due Compaſſion enqui- 
red into the moſt viſibles Cauſes of the Civil War, that 
brought on the Infamy of this Day. 

Lord ! lay not this Sin to our Charge, but teach us 
to expiate thoſe Iniquities of our Fore-fathers by all the 
contrary Virtues and Graces. , | 

Firſt, then, to avert the Dangers of a French Intereſt 


and Alliance, let us be nuw thankful to God, and to the 


Widom ot. our Governours, that we are under no ſuch 
Calamity, and hardly under any Proſpect of it. We 
are now ſenſible, that the Influence of ſuch Counſels 


would be fatal, and the preyailing of ſuch Power wou - 
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bufe of Holy Scripture ! | 
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be intolerable. We have Is Beſt and Greateſt of 
Examples to incite us, to have our Hearts entirely in 
the Engliſh Intereſt, to abound in a Natural Affection to 
our own Country,and in a Publick Spirit for the Peace 
and Proſperity of this Age, and (as far as Human Laws 
and the Foreſight of us Mortals can reach) of all ſuc- 
ceeding Generations. 
_ Secondly, As to the Dangers of Popery, which were then 
belicy'd rothreaten, let us beg God to keep them u the 
, ſafeſt Diſtance from us, where they riow ſtand, and 
God forbid their coming nearer. Let us cheriſh a heat cy 
Concern for the Proteſtant Intereſt at home and abrœad, 


among our ſelves, and among our Allies. And in or- 


der to this, let us labour to heal up our Breaches. Cha- 


rity, and Meekneſs, and Holineſs, will moſt eſſectually 


| ſecure the Peace and Eſtabliſhment of our Church, 


| , whoſe excellent Guides and Governours have oppoſed 
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and vanquiſhed Popery , even in the times of greateſt 


Danger. | 

Thirdly , As to the former apprchenſions of Illegal 
Power and Oppreſſion, let us be more and more thankful 
to Almighty God, that under this Auſpicious Reign, 


we have not ſo much as the Apprehenſion of them. 


Our Rights have been retrieved by a ſignal Providence, 
and committed down to Poſterity, one would think, 
beyond a Capacity of their being ever deprived of them. 
May we our ſelves take heed , and teach our Children 
to take heed, not to break nor to hurt our happy Con- 
ſtitution, which God preſerve. | 
Fourthly, Let the Profaneſs of -y one Age be a War- 


ning and a Terror to the next. The Fear of God, and 
the living by Conſcience, are the Sinews of all Govern- 
ment; as Theſe are weakned and cut off, the whole 
Body will languiſh and die. Let us give the greater 
Praiſes unto God, that he has put it into the Heart of 
our Gracious Sovereign the Queen, to iſſue ker Royal 
Proclamations, and to encourage many Publick Orders, 
tor the Preventing and Puniſhing all manner of e 
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and Profaneſs ;, and ſo to raiſe and 1nvigorate à good 


Spirit for the Reformation of Manners; a Work fo expedient . 
and beneficial to the Publick Good, that we ſee ſome admirable - 


Effects of it, and we hope and pray for God's continual Bleſ- 
ling on it. | 

Laſtly, Let the Remembrances of Hypocriſy perſuade us, that 
a Looſneſs in our Life and Converſation will give the greateſt 
Advantagetoit; and People who ſeems Righteous,may triumph 
ove: thoſe who deſpiſe and defy the being ſo, and the very ſeer- 
ing ſu to be. Let this ſtir us all up to an unteign'd Faith, and 
toc ſincere Repentance,and to a perfect Holineſs; and to be a 
pale zealous of Good Works, that God of his Mercy may 
keep us in his continual Favour and Protection. 


Grant this, O Lord, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, to who, 
with the Holy Gho#t, be aſcribed all Power and Glory 
for ever and ever. 
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Advertiſement. 


; 4” HIS plain Sermon was not deſign'd for the Preſs, but it was challeng'd 
to apperr there by the Miſapprehenſion of ſome Few who heard it, and 


by the more confident Report of a far greater N 


of the Neiſe ſo induſtriouſly ſpred thro all the Town; and he was then very 


| umbsr who did not hear it. 
The Author was one of the laſt Perſons in the Neigbourhood, who was told 


little concern'd about it, able to deſpiſe Calumny, nat only by a Senſe of his 


own lutegrity, but by being accuſtomed to bear it : And therefore he was 
paſſing over This, as he had done many other Stories, in Silence, and in ſe- 
cret Prayers for a better Mind to thoſe, who took the Liberty to invent or 
improve ſuch unreaſonable Scandal, But wben, ſoon after, his Friends told 
him, that a Publication of the Sermon would be an honeſt way to undeceive 
any honeſt People; he then ſent away the Copy for thu Impreſſion of it, 
wherein nothing is omitted, and nothing material added, as ſhall appear 
to any, that will co and ask the Writer for the Original. 
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